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ADVE R TISEMEN  T. 
7a a v2 E Refletions of Horace, and the yudgments pai 
| (My in this Epifile to Auguftus, feem’d fo feafonable to. 

the prefent Times, that I could not help applying : 

: them to the.ufe of my own Country. The Author thought. 
them confiderable enough to addrefs them to His Prince 5 
whom he paints with all the great and good Qualities of a 
Monarch, upon whom the Romans depended for the En- 
creafe of an Abfolute Empire. But to make the Poemenm 
tirely Enghf{b, Iwas willing to add one or two fuch, as 
contribute to the Happinefs of a Free People, and are 
more confiftent with the Welfare of our Neighbours. 

— Lhis Epifile will fhow thelearned World to have fallen 
into two miflakes; one, that Auguftus was a Patron of 
Poets in general; whereas he not only prohibited all but 
the Beft Writers to name him, but recommended that Gare 
even to the Civil Magifirate: Admonebat Preetores, ne 
paterentur Nomen fuum obfolefieri, &c¢. The other to 
smagine this Piece to be a general Difcourfe of Poetry ; 
whereas it is an Apology for the Poets, i” order to render 
Auguftus more their Patron. Worace here pleads the 
Caufe of his Cotemporaries, firft againft the Tafte of the 


2 | Town, 


iy ADVERTIS SEMEN T. 


Town, whofe hence it was to “magnify the. ilies if 


the preceding Age; fecondly againft the Court and Nobi~ 
lity, who encouraged only the Writers for the Theatre ; 
and laftly againft the Emperor himfelf, who had concepved 
them of little xf to thé Government. He ews fby a view). 
of the Progrefs of Learning, and the Change of Tafte a- 
mong the Romans) that the Introduction o of the Polite Arts 
of Greece had given the Writers of his Time great advan- 


tages over their Predeceffors, that.their Morals were mich: 


improved, and the Licence of thofe ancient Poets reftrain- 
ed: that Satire and Comedy were become more juff and: 
ufeful ; that whatever extravagancies were left on the. 
Stage, were owing to the Il Tafte of the Nobility ; that’ 
Poets, under due Regulations, were in many refpects ufe-- 
ful to the State ; and concludes, that it was upon them the? 
Emperor bimfelf nef ss ai cid bis Fame with _ 
rity. 

We may _ farther hove from this E pt ifle, that Horace. 
made bis Court to this Great Prince, by writing with a 
decent. Freedom toward him, with a juft Contempt of 
his low Flatterers, and wD a deca Se si Sided to bis ows 
Character. 
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ee You, g ioe : Patron of Mankind, ‘faftain ry 
7 The. balanc’d World, aad Open: all the Main ; 


Your Country, chief, in Avis abroad defend,- 7-2 
At home, with Morals, Arts, and Laws amend; +: : ° 
An hour, atid not defraud the Publick Weal? , 

: Edward and Henry, now the, Boaft of Fame, - 
And virtuous Alfred, a-more facred Name, 
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* Cum tot fuftineas, cre. | Oy Oe 
. Renae, et Liver —on &Se, | | 


6a) 


a A fer a Life Por eats. Toil bnidus’d,, : ae ea 


The Gaul fubdu’d, or Property fecur’ d, 
Ambition humbled, mighty Cities ftorm’d, 
Or Laws eftablifh’d, and the World reform’d ; 
| Clos’d their long Glories with a figh, to find . 
Th uniwillide Gratitisde ‘of bafe mankind! 
All human Virtue to its lateft breath + 

Finds Envy never conquer’d, but by Death. 
The great Alcides, ev ry Labour paft, | 

Had ftill thi¢ Monifter to fubdue at Jaft.’ 
Sure fate. of all, beneath whofe rifing ray 
Each Star of meaner merit fades away 5 

: Opptefi’d we feel the Beam directly beat, 
Thofe Suns of Glory pleafe not till they fet. 


3To Thee, the World its prefentt homage pay Sy | | 


The Harveft early, but mature the Praife : 
Great Friend. of Lrserty! in ‘Rings a Name 
Above all Greek, above all Roman Fame: 
Whofe Word is Truth, as facted and rever d, 

si Heavy ne sown Oracles from Altars heard. 
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* Prafenti tibi, oc. 
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Wonder of Kings! like: whom, to. mortal eyes: ae eG: 
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None e’er has rifen, and nane e’er. fhall rife... 
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+ Juft in one inftance, be,it yet confeft 


Your People, Sir,. are partial in the reft. 


Foes to all living worth except your own, 


And Advocates for Folly dead and gone. 9. 7. vs 


It is the ruft we value, not the gold. 


Chaucer’s worft ribaldry is learn’d by rote, tus. 
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And beaftly * Skelton Heads of Houfes quote: a. 
One likes no language but the Faery Queen; -. 
A Scot will fight for + Chrift’s Kirk o” the :Greens ‘* ™* 


And each true Briton is to Ben fo civil, 


reprinted, confifting al 
guage, : 
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He fwears the Mufes met him at the f Devils: ''>-° 7 > *. 
5 Tho’ juftly Greece her eldeft fons admires, 3 
‘Why fhould not we be wifer than our: Sires? ©.’ 
a a Me ye Sass ee 4 on In 
+ Sedtuus hoc populus, &e. 32 cr ae ae 
S Ss, quia Grecorum fant, &e. | ae = 


* Skclron, Poet Laureat-to Hen. 8. a Volume of whofe Verfes has been latel 


Tt Chrift’s Kirk o’ the Green, a Ballad made by a King of Scotland. - | 
| The Devil Tavern, where Ben. Johnfon held his Poetical Club. 
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moft wholly of Ribaldry, Obfcenity, and Billingfgate Lan- 
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In ev’ry publick Virtuecwe exéell, | | 
We build, we paint, we fing; we aed as well,” - 
And learned Athens to:our Art muft ftoop, ca ae 
Could fhe behold'us tuimbling:thro’ a hoop. © =~" 

‘If Time improveour Wit-as well as Wine,:*- | 
Say at what age a:Poet grows divirie Pe 
Shalkwes> or fhall we:not, account him-fo,. 
Who dy’d, perhaps,'-an hundred years ago? 
End all difpute; and fix the year precife *: - 
When Britith bards begin t’Imrhortalize? 

<¢ Who lafts a Centiiry canhavenoflaw,. 9: 3 
¢ T hold that Wit.a: Claflick, gpod inlaw! 
7 Suppofe he wants a year, will you compound? ° - 
And fhall we deem him Ancient,. ght and iii 
Or damn. to all Eternity at once, 
At ninety rine, a Modern, and a tie a 
1 6 We fhall not quarrel for a year or two; 
..© By Courtefy of England, he may do. 
*Then, by the rule that made the Horfe-tail bare, 


I peg out _— eh year, as hair Py hair, _ 
nee | Te Mai ee od. ae ce eS ba And 


rr | «“ a a a) Noe, 


* Sz meliora dies, ut. ving, ‘oe. 
* Quid? qui depetiit minor, oc. 
* Utor permiffo, candeque, ‘Ce. 


Ca) 
And melt down Ancients hke a heap.of fnew 3.2.00.) > 
While you, to meafure mérits, : look in Stowe.) 52 
And eftimating Authors ——— ee ae 
— Beftow. a Garlanid: only On 4 Bien Hs ee se 
9 Shakefpear *, (whom you and ey’ry y Playchoute: sill ’ 
Style the divine, the matchlefs, what: you will} -- 115 
For gain, not glory, wing’d His toving flight,’."; ©: = 
And grew Immortal in: hiss own defpight. 232. !.03 Ss! 
Ben, old and poor, as little-feem’d to. héed...---05 o>! 
The Life to come,, in ev'ry: Poet’s: Creed. ee “th 
Who now reads Cowley? if he pleafes.yety. .. =O, 
His moral pleafes, not his re oe ee | 
Forgot his. Epic, nay { Pindaric Art, evro ce eed - 
But ftill I love the langyage ‘of Tus: Hleatt:.. - oes 
<< *° Yet furely, furely, théefe weré fanious men! 
< What Boy but hearg the fayings of old Ben ? | 
<€ In all debates where Criticks bear a part, | 
<¢ Not one but nods, and talks of Johnfon’s_ Art, - 
C aes: os OOF 
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» Ennius, (& ioliin & torts; Oe _ pe eS ES a 
'° Adeo fantium eft, oe. a: eee ae a . ; Ce es coe = 


* Shakefpear and Ben. Johnfon may truly be fiid. not much, ies thaughé of 
Immortal Fame, the one in many picees compafed is hafte for the Stage ; ze thee pines : 
in his Latter works in general, which Difden calls his Dotages. 5. 

+ ---Pindaric art, which has much‘more metit age ae se, i but very. unlike 
the Character, as well-as Numbers, of Pindar. eg ee 


( 6 ), | 
“¢ Of Shakefpear’s. Nature; add of Gowley’s. Wit ;,. 
“ How Beaumont’s Judgment check'd-what Fletcher writ 7 
“ How Shadwell * hafby, -Wydherly: wasflow 5. 
‘¢ But, for the Paffions, Sduthenn. fure!and an ce! 
cdl theleyérily: thefé, fuipport the .crouded lage,’ 
< From ane ae es haa «4 


It is, and it is scat of God wie! APL : 7 
To + Gammér.Gurtdrl.if it-givé the haya!) 
And yet deny the Chrélefs Hufband prailey rd 
Or fay our fathersnever -btakefa-rides) cor 
Why then I fay, ithe’ Publick: isd foal,:2}:_: Soa or 
But let them own, that greater‘ fAults than. we.'[ 2... 
They had, and preater! Virtues; FH! - ee ee 
~ Spenfei! Himfelf affedts the! cbfolitey: 7) 7» 

And Sydney's Vérfe-hates ifftan Roman fects 077 


g* CURR ere eke . :-Milton’s 
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-- —* Shadwett-haty, Wycherly was flow. Nothing was leafs true than this partica- 
lar: Bue this Paragraph has a mixture of Ireny, ;and muff not altogether be taken 
for Horace’s own Judgment, only the common ‘Chate of the retenders tQ Criti- 
| cifm ; 5 in fome things right, in others wrong : as he tells‘us i in fis an{wer, 
ae oie Pat aidan vuldusiretium vider, eff abi peccat, 

1g Ganrmier Gurton, 4 piecd of yery low lymour, ons of. the fir ft pined Play 
in Englifh, and therefore’ much’ vakiod by\fome Antiquarics. « 
| Spien[ar Fo6 metic affetts: tha-ob/olete. ‘Particularly: in: the.. Shepherd's Caicn- 
dar, where he imitates the unequal. Meafires, as well af the Languages, of Chaucer, 
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(23 
Milton’s {trong pinion now not; Heav’n:can, bound, ie 
Now ferpent-like, in: ‘profe, he fweeps. the Paes od 12 
In Quibbles, Angel and, “Archangel j join,. ME nef) 
And God the Father turns a School-Divine.. - rer 
Not that I’d:lop the Beauties from, his: book, . adie 


4 as we, 
Like flafhing. Bentley: with | his, defp’ rate Hook 3. Oa) 
Or ‘damn all Shakefpear,, dike th’ affected: a kt 


At Court, ' who hates, whate’er hg read at: School. ak. 
But for the ‘Wits of ether. Charles's dayta’ iost 
The Mob of Gentlemen who. wrote; with Bale 5) . ont 
Sprat, Carew. Sedley, and a, hundred emt oN 
(Like twinkling, Stars; the Maulcellanies o'er). ebro bad | 
One Simile,j that folitary; things... .:- co tetely oe 


In the dry Defert. of athoufand, lines, ard Modo 
Or lengthen’d ‘Thought, that gleams thro? ARANY 3) PAB 
Has fanctity’d whole Poems for AM ARE: Qedsb ot ba A 
"31 lofe my patience,. and Down I$ 1095 toi bel] 
When works are, cenfur'd, :notias bad, but news n1°V7 
-‘While if our Elders break all Reafon’s laws, 
~Thiefé fools demand not Pardon, bo Appin 
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% On Avon’s bank, where flow’ ts eternal blow, 
If I but afk, ‘if any weed ‘cain’ grow pe | 
One Tragic feritence if ¥ dare-deride - - 
Which Betterton’s grave ‘Aion dignify’d, 
Or well-mouth’d Booth with emphafis sisting oe 
( Tho’ but, perhaps, a mufter-roll of Nisitns) 
How will our Fathers rife up in'a rage, — 
And fwear, all fhameé is loft in George’ s Age! 
You’d think no ‘Fools: difgrac’ d the former. Reign, 
Did not fore : grave Examples yet remain,’ *-° 0 --: 


Who corn 4 Lad fhould’ teach his. Father: fkill go kee 
_ And, having Grice been’ wrong, ‘wil be fo Rill 2 


*S He, who to feem more deep: than-you-or: i 4 
Extols old Bards, or Merlin’s Prophecsi, -* Pogo e oe 
Miftake him‘not; he énvies, not'admires) 9 
And to debafe the-Sons,- exalts the Siar Se, 
Had ancient Times confpir’d todif-allow .- <= = 
What ‘ther was S NeW; ‘What: had been “ancient: now? -.. 
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(9) 
Or what remand, fo worthy to be read 
By learned Criticks, of the mighty: Dead? - 

Tn Days of Eafe, when now:the weary Sword 
Was fheath’d, ~and-Laxury with Charles reftor’d ; 
In every Tafte af foreign Courts improv’d, 

* « All, by the King’s Example, ‘liv’d and lov’d.” 
Then Peers grew -proud in > Horfemanthip t’ excell, 
New-market’s Glory-rofe; as Britain’s fell ; 

. The Soldier breath’d the Gallantries of France, 

_ And ev’ry flow’ry Courtier, writ Romance. - 
Then Marble foften’d into life grew warm, 

And yielding Metal flow’d to human form : 
Lely on animated Canvas ftole 
The fleepy Eye, that fpoke the melting foul. - 
No wonder then, when all was Love and Sport, : 
The willing Mufes were debauch’d at Court ; 

| On each enervate ftring they taught the Note 


To pant, or tremble thro’ an Eunuch’s throat. 
D Bure 

"© Ut primum pofitis nugari, Se.’ | - | 

* A Verfe of the Lord Lan{down. 


t-—— In Horfemanfoip excell. And ev'ry flow'ry Courtier writ Romance. | 
The Duke of Newcaftle’s Book of Horfemanthip : the Romance of Partheniffa, 
the Earl of Orrery, and all the French Romances tranflated by Perfons of Daan 
iy. e . | : ; os 

|| Ox each enervate firing, &c.] The Siege of Rhodes by Sir William Dayenant, 
the firft Opera {ung in England. | 


4 


ee 
‘7 But Britain, changeful as a Child at play, <2... 
Now calls in Princes, and now turns away. | 
Now Whig, now Tory, what we lov’d we hates 
Now all for Pleafure, now for Church and State ; 
Now for Prerogative, and now for Laws; 
Effects unhappy! from a Noble Caufe, 

* Time was, a fober Englifhman wou'd knock.’ 
His fervants up, and rife by five a clock, 
Inftruct his Family in ev’ry rule, | 7 3 
And fend his Wife to Church, his Son to fchool. 
To worfhip like his Fathers was his care ; | 
To teach their frugal Virtues to his Herr; 
To prove, that Luxury could never hold ; 
And place, on good Security, his Gold. 
15 Now Times are chane’d, and one Poetick Itch 
Has feiz’d the Court and City, Poor and Rich: | 
Sons, Sires, and Grandfires, all will wear the Bays, 
Our Wives read Milton, and our Daughters Plays, © 
To Theatres, and to Rehearfals throng, 
And all our Grace at Table is a Song. 
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11 Sub nutrice puella velut, Oe. 
*® Roma dulce diu fuit, Se. 
"9 Mutavit mentem populus levis, Ore. 
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I, who fo oft renouri¢esthe Mules, lye, - > 
Not --—’s felf eer: tells niore Fis than I;-. © 2 
When, fick of; Mufe,- our follies we deplore, | 
And promife,bur beft Friends to ryme no- more; 
We wake neXt morning in a raging Fit, ~~ 
And call for Pen and-Ink- to fhow ae Wit. 

> He ferv'd a.”Prenticefhip, who fets up fhop; 
* Ward try’d on’Puppies, and the Poor, his Drop ;, 
Ev’n Radcliff’s Doétors travel firft:to France, 

Nor dare to practife till they’ve-learn’d to dance,. 

- Who builds a Bridge‘that never. drove a pyle: ? 

_ (Should Ripley .venture,. all the World would fimile) 
But thofe who cannot:.write, ‘and thofe who. can, 

All ryme, and‘ferawl, and fcribble, to a man. 

* Yet Sir, reflect, ‘the mifchief is not great ; 
Thefe Madmen. never: hirt:the Church or State + 


Sometimes the Folly benefits mankind ; 


z2 


Allow 


And rarely Av’rice taints the tuneful mind. 


‘ oY it Sapte OP G7 3 a ee 
Freyren Pe , : a 
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ee ame Ma asta 


Sieg agere ignarus navis timet, oe. 
** fic error bamen et levis, Oe. 


* Ward. ] A famous Empirick;, whofe Pill and Dro 


fects, and were one of the Principal fLubjects of 7 
time. 


Pp had feveral {urprizing ef- 
g and Conyerfation at this 


Cy 


Allow him but his Play-thing of.a‘Pen, 
He ne’er rebels, dr plots, ike other-men :- 
| F light of Cafhiers; or Fires, . he’ll never: inind 


-’ And knows no. loffes while the Muafe is kind. 


To cheat a Friend; or Ward,: he ‘leaves to Peter 5. 
The good man heaps up nothing: but mere metre, 
Enjoys his Garden and his“ Book in. quiet; — 

And then ---a' perfect. Hermit in his. Diet. 

Of little ufe the Man:yot_ may: fuppoté, 

‘Who fays in verfe ‘what others fay: in profe ; 

Yet let me fhow, a Poet’s. of fomé-weight, - 

And (* tho’ mo Soldier) ufeful ‘to the State. . 

What will.a Child learn fooner than. a fong ?- 
What better teach a F oreigner the: tongue ? 

What’s long or fhort, each accent where to place, 
And fpeak in publick with fome fort of grace. ; 


° 
a anne 


** Militia gaanquam piger c malus, Se. 


«And tho no Soldier. ‘| Horace had not acquitted himfelf much to his credit 
in this capacity ; (zo bene relitta parmula,) in the battle of Philippi. It is ma= 
nifeft he alludes to himfelf in this whole. account of a Poet’s character ; but with 


an intermixrure of Irony: Vsvst filiqais & vane fecundo has a relation to hisEe ° 


picurifm ; Os tenerum pueri, is ridicule: The’ nobler office of a Poet follows, 
Torquet ab obfcenis—Mox etiam pettus-—Rette: facta refert, Sc. which the Imi« 
tator has apply’d where’ he thinks it more dué than. to himfelf, ..He hopes to be 
pardoned, if, as he is fincerely inclined to praife what déferves to be praifed, he 
arraigns what deferves to be arraigned, in the 210, 211, and 212th Vertes, 
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I fearce can think him {uch a worthlefs thing, 
Unlefs he praife fome monfter of a King, _- 

Or Virtue, or-Religion turn to fport,: 

To pleafe a:lewd,. or. un-believing Court. - 
Unhappy Dryden! --— In all Charles’s days, 
Rofcommon only boafts un{potted Bays ; 

And in our own (excufe, fome Courtly ftrains). 
No whiter page than Addifon-remains. - 

3 He, from the tafte obfcene reclaims our Youth, 
And fets the Paffions on the fide of Truth; 
Forms the foft: bofom with the gentleft art, | . 
And pours each human Virtue in the heart, 

Let Ireland tell, how Wit upheld her caufe, - 
‘Her Trade fupported, and fupply’d her Laws ; 
And leave on SwiF T this grateful verfe ingrav’d, ‘< 
The Rights a Court attack’d, a Post fav'd. 
Behold the hand that wrought a Nation’s cure, 
Stretch’d to relieve the Idiot. and the Poor t . 


7 Eo. _ 4 Proud 


497, — ab obfcems, Se. 


o~- 


* cA Foundation for the maintenance of Idiots, re a Fund for allifiing, the 
Poor, by lending {mall {ums of Money on demand. 


(tH) 
Proud Vice to brand, or injur’d Worth _— 
_ And ftretch the Ray to Ages yet unborn. - 
Not but there are, who merit other. palms ; oe 
Hopkins and Sternhold glad the heart with Pfalms ; 5 
** The Boys .and Girls whom Charity maintains, 


Implore your help in thefe pathetic ftrains : _ 7 _ 
How could Devotion touch the country pews, — a _ 
Unlefs the Gods beftow’d a proper Mufe? i. oo 
| Verfe chears their leifure, Verfe affifts their work, | 
Verfe prays for Peace, or fings down Pope and Turk. 
The filenc’d Preacher yields to potent ftrain, ~~ 
And feels that grace his pray’r befought in vain, . 
_ The bleffing thrills thro’ all the lab’ring throng, 
And Heav’a is won by violence of Song, — 
*5 Our rural Anceftors, with little bleft, 
7 Patient of labour when the end was reft, 
Indulg’d the day that hous’d their annual grain, | 
_ With feafts, and off’rings, anda thankful ftrain: | 
The joy their wives, their fons, and fervants hare, 
Eafe af their toil, and part’ners of their care : 
| | | The 


** Difceret unde p preces, Ge. 
*5 Agricole prifci, fortes, Ge. 


(.15) 

The laugh, the jeft, attendants on the bows, rr 
Smooth’d ev’ry brow, and open’d ev'ry foul : 
26 With growing years the pleafing Licence grew, Sef 
_ And Taunts alternate innocently flew. 
But Times corrupt, and Nature, ill-inclin’d, 
Produc’d the point that left a fting behind ; 
Till friend with friend, and families at ftrife, 

Triumphant Malice rae’d thro’ private life. 
Who felt the wrong, or fear'd j it, took th? alarm, | 
Appeal’d to Law, and Jufticé lent ker arm.. 
At length,‘ by wholefom dread of ftatutes bound, 
The Poets learn’d to pleafe, and not to wound: 
Moft warp’d to Flatt’ry’s fide; but fome, more ence, 
Preferv’d the freedom, and forbore the viet.’ 
Hence Satire rofe, that juft the medium hit, 
And heals with Morals what it hurts with Wit. 

“7 We conquer’d France, but felt our captive’ s chan; 

Her Arts viGtorious triumph’d o’er our Arms: 
Britain to foft refinements lef a foe, . 


Wit. grew polite = Numbers learn’ d to flow. 
anh ee * Waller | 


2 é Fefcennine per basse inventa, ere. 
.*“" Grecia capta, pe victorem, oe. 


ee ee ee ee ee ae 
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. Waller was {mooth ; but Dryden taught to join 
The varying verfe, the full refounding line, 


Kren A shee 


The long majeftic march, ‘and energy divine. 
Tho’ ftill fome traces of our ruftic vein : 
And fplay-foot verfe,‘remain’d, and will remain. 
Late, very late,.correctnefs grew our care, 
When the tir’d nation breath’d from civil war. 

** Exact Racine, and Corneille’s noble fire 
Show’d us that France had fomething to admire. 
Not but the Tragic fpirit was our own, _ 

And full in Shakefpear, fair in Otway fhone: 

But Otway fail’d to polifh or refine, | 


| And fluent Shakefpear farce effac’d a line... 


Ev’n copious Dryden, wanted, or forgot,’ 
The laft and greateft Art, the Art to blot. 


7 Some doubt, if equal pains or equal fire, 


The humbler Mufe of Gomedy require?.- 
‘But in known Images of life T gues 


The labour ies as th’ Indulgence lefs. ;. 
cutie. wie. . Obferve 


\ 


La 
4 ’ 
' fh ow: ue 


..*© Quid Sophocles, & Thefpis, Ore. 


__ *»  Creditur, exmedio, Ge. : 2 


oe - oe oe we 


> Mr. Waller about this time, with the E. of Dorfet, “Mr. ee and o- — 


thers, tranflated the Pompey of Corneille s ane Md more cortea French Poets be- 
gan to bein reputation. - 
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Obferve how. feldom eva the beft, fuecéed : 
Tell me _ Congreve’ s Fools are Fools indeed | > 
What pert low Dialogue. has Farqu’at writ! 
How Van wants pTace; who never wanted wit 
The ftage how loofely does * Aftraea tread, 
Who fairly puts.all CharaSters to bed : 
‘And idle Cibber,; how he breaks the laws, 
To make. poor. Pinky eat-with vatt applaufe! : 
But fill their purfe, our ‘Poet’s work is done; — 
Alike j to them, . by Pathos or by Pun. 

2° O you! v whom Vanity” s light bark conveys 
On Fame’ S mad voyage by the wind of Praife s~ 
With what. a fhifting gale your courfe you ply 3 
For ever funk too Jow,. -or-borti too high! 
Who pants for glory finds but fhort repofe, 


__ A breath revives him, or a breath 6 erthrows! 


Farewel the ftage! if juft as thrives the Play; 
The filly bard: grows fat, or falls away. 

. * There ftill remains to mortify a Wit, 
The a Monfter of the Pit: 


ae San vali a ae (og 
| 4% Sapectiam audacem fugat, Be, 


* Afra Behn, Authorefs of Ceveral obfcené Plays, &¢. 


A fenfe-lefs, worth-lels,” and unhonour'd ¢ crowd 5 gov pres J 


Who to difturb their betters mighty proud, © st . 
Clatt’ring their flicks, before ten lines ate kes= plane 
Call for the Farce, the Bear, or the Black-joke. 
For Farce the people true delight affords, ae ater 
Farce, long the tafte of Mobs, ‘but now ‘of Lords’ *: Bh. +6 
(Tafte, that eternal wanderer, which flies 0h 
From heads to ears, and now from ears ‘to eyes.) ~ ee 
The Play ftands ftill; damn aétion and difcourfe, Jos 
Back fly the fcenes,. and enter foot and. horfe 3 | 


cr” Fe 


Pageants on pageants, -in Jong order drawn; © i’ 
Peers, Heralds, Bifhops, Ermin,. Gold; and Lawn 3 73 
The Champion too! and, to complete the jeft, oe 
* Old Edward’s ’ Armout beams | on Cibber’s breaft! 

3 With laughter fure Democritus had dy’d, : Sa : 

Had he beheld an Audience gape fowide. = tit 
Let Bear or Elephant be e’er fo white, - | Se 

The people, fure, the people are the fight! ad 


—_ 


AR 


3* Ss foret in ferris, ee. 


* The Coronation of Henry the Eighuh ‘and ad Quen Anne Boleyn, in which 
thé Playhoufes tried with each other to reprefent.all, the pomp of a Coronation. 
In this noble contention, the Armour of ong, of the ——* of —_— was bor 
rowed from the Tower, to drefs the t Chatipion. 


@ 
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(16) 
Ah lucked Poet Rretehthy fangs ‘and roar, © 2-1 4 


Eee FOr a eee er ee ee ee er 
That Bearor Elephant {hall heed thee more ¢ 002 0 


While all its: throats the Gallery extends, 25°02 8 ich 
And all thé Thunder of the Pitafcends!)05 6. - 5.6 
Loud as-the- Wolves on * Orcas’ ftormy — par 
How! to the’ roarings of thé Northern. deep «° ihe ee 
Such is the fhout, the. long-applauding. note,” ee 


At Quin’ s high plumie, OF Oldfield’s petticoat, me Da 


Or when from Court 4 birth-day fuit-beftow’d = 2+ - 
Sinks the loft AGor in: the tawdry’ oad, 2S. & : 
Booth enters ~— hark’! “the Univerfal Peal > ed 
« But has he fpoken ? Nota fyllable. +’ ae 
‘© What fhook the. ftage, ‘and inade the. ai ftare 3. 


Cato’s long We, flowr’d gown ? and ~~ chair. 


. 3 Yet left you think I rally more. than teach; 
Or praife malignly Arts I cannot teach, - : 
Let me for once prefume rinftruét the times, 


. To know the Poet from the Man of Rymes + : 2 hes 
ae | *Tis 

. a a pa ON : t: 

a? Ze oe babe cae, me, bile Se aheniaee of ze 


* ‘Ouat pena fen} The factight Nontyan #aomontay of Seven, ore 


fite to the Orcades. 


* 
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"Tis He, who gives my. breaft.athoufand pains "5-11 dt: 
Can make me feel. each, Paffion;that he feipnsy 
Inrage, compofe, with more thanjmagic Art, 7. 
With Pity, andiwith Terror, ‘tear my heart ; 
And fnatch me, o’er the earth; or thro’ the air, © 
To Thebes, to Athens, when he will, and where. i, 7 

3¢ But not this part of the. poetic {tate ee ee ee 
Alone, deferves the favour of the Greati - Lae 
Think of thofe Authors, ‘Sir, who would rely 
More ona Reader’s fenfe, than ‘Gazer’s eye. 
Or who fhall:wander where the Mufes. fing ? . 
Who climb their Mountain, ot who tafte their fring? 

How fhall_we fill * a Library with Wit, 

When. + Merlin’ s Cave is half unfurnith’ d yet? 

3 My Liege! why Writers little claim your thought, 
TI guefs; and, with their leave, will tell the fault : 
We Poets are (upon a Poet’s word) ~ . | 
Of all mankind, the creatures moft abfurd: 


a i ee es —~e- ° en 


hi Verum age, O his, ¢ &e. 
. *§5 Multa quidem nobis, re: 


* Munus vr rerio dignum. ] The Palatine Libraty then building by Auguftus. 


. f Merlin's Gave.) A Building in the Royal ne of Richmond, where is a 
{mall, but choice Colle€tion of Books, : 
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The feafon, when to come, and when to go, — 
To fing, or ceafe to fing, wenever know 7 “ 
And if we will recite nine hours in ten, _ 
You lofe your patience, jut like other men. 
Then too we hurt our felves, when to defend 
A fingle verfe, we quarrel with a friend ; 
Repeat unafk’d; lament, the Wit’s too fine 
For vulgar eyes, and point out ev'ry line. — | 
But moft, when ftraining with too weak a wings. 


_/? aes 


We needs will write Epiftles. to the King 59°. 2 oo ss, 
And from the moment we oblige the town, © : a7 


Expect a Place, or ‘Penfion from the fumie oe rs 
Or dubb’d Hiftorians by exprefs command,- -..«. 
T’ enroll your triumphs o'er the feas and land +. 
Be call ’d to Court, to plan fome work divine, 
As once for Louls, Boileau and Racine, 


37 Yet think, great § Sir! (fo many Virtues thown) 


_ Ah think, what Poet beft may make them known: Pp : 


Or chufe at leaft fome Munifter of Grace, 
Fit to beftow the Laureat’s weighty: place. | 


G ; Charles, 


a a 


>” Sed tamen eft opera pretium, Cre. 


( 22 ) 


37 Charles, to late times to be trankmitted fair, 


| Affign’d his figure to Bernini’s cares; ea 


And great Naffau to Kneller’ s hand decreed” 

To fix him: Graceful on the bounding. Steed: | 
So well in paint and ftoné they judo’d: of merit : 
But Kings in Wit may want difceriing fpitit.” 
The Hero William, -and the Martyr Charles, 


One knighted Blackmore,’ and one penfion’d Quailes ; - 


Which made old Ben, and furly Dennis fwear, : 

“ No Lord’s‘anointed, but a Ruffian Bear.” 
® Not with fuch Majefty, fuch bold relief, - 

The Fornis auguit of King, or conqu’ring Chief,’ 

Ever fwell’d on Marble; asin Verfe have fhin’d 

(In polifh’d Verle) the Manners and the Mind. 

Oh! could I mount on the Monian wing, 

Your Arms, your Actons, your Repofe to fi ng! 

What feas you travers’d! and what fields you fought! 

Your Country’ s Peace, how oft, how dearly bought! 

How barb’rous rage fubfided at your word, 

And sii wonder’d while they dropp’d the fword! 


How, 


31 Gratus Alexandro regi Magno, Ge. 
3° Nec magis expreffs vultus, Ge. ae 


: z X ; 
= ——_ se — eg P — — gums 
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~ f Sane rare aS © 


(23) 
How, when you nodded, o’er the land and deep, 


~ Peace ftole her wing, and wrapt the world in fleep; 


Till Earth’s extremes your mediation own, 


And Afia’s Tyrants tremble at your Throne —~ 


~ But Verfe alas! your Majefty difdains; 


And I’m not us’d to Panegyric¢ {trains : 


The Zeal of Fools offends at any time, 


But moft of all, the Zeal of Fools in ryme, 
Befides, a fate attends on all I write, 
That when I aim at praife, they fay I bite. 


39 A vile Encomium doubly ridicules ; 


- 'There’s nothing blackens like the ink of fools 3 


If true, a woful likenefs, and if lyes, 

< Praife undeferv’d is fcandal in difguife : ” 
Well may he blufh, who gives it, or receives 5 
And when I flatter, let my dirty leaves | 
(Like Journals, Odes, and fuch forgotten things 
As Eufden, Philips, Settle, writ of Kings) — 
Cloath fpice, line trunks, or flutt’ring in a row, 
Befringe the rails of Bedlam and Sohoe. 


39 Nil moror officium quod me gravat, Se. 
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